
 

A Beginner-Friendly Guide 

How to Use Claude AI for Coding? 

A step-by-step guide with ready-to-use prompts and token-saving tips 

Prepared by ZolaxTech 

  



Table of Contents 
1. What Is Claude AI? ................................................................................................................................................. 3 

What You'll Learn ................................................................................................................................................... 3 

2. Getting Started (Step by Step) ................................................................................................................................ 3 

Where Else You Can Use Claude ........................................................................................................................... 3 

3. A Simple Workflow to Follow ................................................................................................................................ 3 

Example Flow ........................................................................................................................................................... 4 

4. Best Prompts to Use ................................................................................................................................................. 4 

Writing New Code ................................................................................................................................................... 4 

Fixing Errors ............................................................................................................................................................ 4 

Improving Code ....................................................................................................................................................... 4 

Learning a Concept ................................................................................................................................................. 4 

Writing Tests ............................................................................................................................................................ 4 

Documentation ......................................................................................................................................................... 5 

5. Using Your Free Tokens Effectively ...................................................................................................................... 5 

Do This ...................................................................................................................................................................... 5 

Avoid This ................................................................................................................................................................ 5 

6. Quick Tips for Better Results ................................................................................................................................. 5 

Common Mistakes to Avoid .................................................................................................................................... 5 

7. Conclusion ................................................................................................................................................................ 6 

 

  



1. What Is Claude AI? 

Claude is an AI assistant made by Anthropic. It can read, write, fix, and explain code in almost 

any programming language. Think of it as a coding partner you can talk to in plain English. 

This guide will walk you through, step by step, how to start using Claude for coding even if you've 

never used an AI tool before. 

 

What You'll Learn 

• How to set up and access Claude 

• A simple step-by-step workflow for coding with Claude 

• Ready-to-use prompt templates 

• How to make the most of your free tokens? 

• Common mistakes to avoid 

2. Getting Started (Step by Step) 

1. Go to claude.ai and create a free account using your email or Google account. 

2. Once logged in, click "New Chat" to start a fresh conversation. 

3. Type your coding question or task directly into the message box no special formatting needed. 

4. Press Enter (or click Send) and Claude will reply with code, explanations, or both. 

5. Copy the code into your project, test it, and reply back if you need changes. 

 

Where Else You Can Use Claude 

• Claude.ai best for quick questions and learning (web & mobile app) 

• Claude Code works inside your terminal or code editor for bigger projects 

• Claude API lets developers connect Claude into their own apps or tools 

3. A Simple Workflow to Follow 

Follow this loop every time you code with Claude: 

6. Explain the task clearly what you want the code to do. 

7. Mention the language and tools you're using (e.g. Python, React, Node.js). 

8. Paste any existing code or error message that's relevant. 

9. Review the code Claude gives you before using it. 

10. Ask follow-up questions if something is unclear or needs fixing. 

11. Test the final code in your own project. 

 



Example Flow 

Task: "Build a login form" 

Prompt 1: "Create a simple HTML login form with email and password fields." 

 

Prompt 2: "Now add JavaScript validation so both fields are required." 

 

Prompt 3: "Style this form to look modern using CSS." 

Notice how each prompt builds on the last one this is more effective than asking for everything in 

one giant prompt. 

4. Best Prompts to Use 

Copy, paste, and adjust these prompts for your own projects. 

 

Writing New Code 

"Write a [language] function that [does X]. Include comments and an example." 

 

Fixing Errors 

"Here is my code and the error I'm getting: [paste code + error]. What's causing it and how 

do I fix it?" 

 

Improving Code 

"Review this code and suggest improvements for readability and performance: [paste code]" 

 

Learning a Concept 

"Explain how [concept, e.g. async/await] works in [language], using a simple example." 

 

Writing Tests 

"Write unit tests for this function: [paste function]" 



 

Documentation 

"Write clear comments and a short README section for this code: [paste code]" 

5. Using Your Free Tokens Effectively 

Free plans come with a limited number of messages or tokens. Here's how to get the most out of 

them: 

Do This 

• Be specific from the start vague prompts waste replies on back-and-forth clarification. 

• Combine related questions into one message instead of sending them one at a time. 

• Paste only the relevant code, not the entire file, unless it's needed. 

• Plan your task before you start typing, so you don't need to restart the conversation. 

• Use short, focused conversations for each task instead of one long, cluttered chat. 

 

Avoid This 

• Asking for an entire app in one message and hoping it's perfect. 

• Re-explaining the same context repeatedly across separate chats. 

• Sending large files or logs when only a few lines matter. 

• Making small, separate requests that could be grouped into one clear prompt. 

6. Quick Tips for Better Results 

• Always test and review generated code before using it live. 

• Ask Claude to explain any part of the code you don't understand. 

• Use version control (Git) so you can undo changes safely. 

• Break big projects into small steps, one prompt at a time. 

• If the first answer isn't right, tell Claude exactly what to change rather than starting over. 

 

Common Mistakes to Avoid 

• Giving vague prompts with no context or goal. 

• Accepting code without testing it first. 

• Skipping error handling and security checks. 

• Not mentioning the programming language or framework. 

  



7. Conclusion 

Claude AI can make coding faster and easier, whether you're building your first project or 

maintaining a large one. Start with small, clear prompts, review everything it generates, and build 

up from there. 

With the tips in this guide, you'll get better results and make the most of every free token you have. 
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